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Strassbourg, 23.10.2002

Constitution for a strong and democratic Europe

In less than 100 articles, Jo Leinen (SPD), vice-president of the constitutional committee of the European Parliament presented his draft for a European Constitution in Strassbourg today. With a view to the debates in the Convention under the chairmanship of Valéry Giscard d' Estaing, Leinen said the time was ripe to table a committed pro-European proposal. There are strong forces active who wanted to turn back the wheel of European integration or to fix the intergovernmental method in crucial questions of the EU. Leinen said, the European Constitution had to be the basis for a Europe that is democratic and capable of acting.

Core points of Jo Leinen's draft Constitution

1. The European Charter of Fundamental Rights will be the first chapter of the European Constitution. With a European constitutional complaints' procedure, Union citizens will be empowered to bring procedures before the European Court of Justice (ECJ) for the violation of their rights

2. EU legislation is entrusted to two chambers, the European Parliament (citizens' chamber) and the European Senate (states' chamber). The latter will emerge from a re-organisation of the Council of Ministers. Majority-votes are to be the general rule in EU legislation.

3. The Commission is the Executive of the EU. The President of the European Commission will be elected by the European Parliament on the basis of the results of the European elections.

4. The European Union has to be in a position to speak with one voice in the world. The European Foreign Minister (Mr CFSP) therefore should be a vice-president of the European Commission.
5. The European Council will not become an organ of the EU with executive prerogatives. In at least two meetings per year, the European Council will set the general political objectives and gives the impulses for the further development of the European Union. An elected president of the European Council is not envisaged.

6. The raising of own financial resources is part of the competencies of the European Union. The EU budget will be set in a budget law by the European Parliament and the European Senate.

7. In addition to representative democracy, the European Constitution will also include elements of direct democracy. Union citizens can participate in EU legislation through a European referendum. The European Constitution itself will be enacted if a majority of states and a majority of Union citizens approves it in a referendum. 

Leinen said, this draft Constitution was based on numerous debates in the Intergroup "European Constitution" in the European Parliament. With 25-30 member states in the near future,  the call to overcome the ingovernmental method and to fully realise the community method was becoming ever more urgent. Without federal structures the European Union could neither be effective nor democratically controllable.

The draft Constitution will be forwarded to the president of the Convention Valéry Giscard d' Estaing for the debates in the Convention.

The full text of Jo Leinen's Draft Constitution is available on his personal web-site at http://wwww.joleinen.de
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Jo Leinen MdEP, Europäisches Parlament, Rue Wiertz 60, ASP 12 G 158, B-1047 Bruxelles

Tel. 0032-2-284.58.42/Fax 0032-2-284.98.42, e-mail:jleinen@europarl.eu.int

